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CLIPPER FLEET — GERALDTON VISIT 

Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.58 pm]: For people in the Mid West, a highlight of this summer was the 
arrival of the Clipper fleet of 68-foot yachts from Cape Town, beginning with Team Finland on 16 December. 
Regions or cities sponsor each of the 10 yachts, which are named Cape Breton Island of Canada; Hull & 
Humber, Team Finland, Cork, California, Qingdao, Jamaica, Lightning Bolt, Uniquely Singapore, Edinburgh 
Surprising Capital, and our own Spirit of Australia. The yachts circumnavigate the world, and surprisingly there 
are now more people alive who have climbed Mt Everest than there are who have sailed around the world. While 
in Geraldton, the yachts were removed from the water for their mid-race service. Their crews spent an enjoyable 
Christmas and New Year with us in the city. The yachts left Geraldton on 3 January for Singapore. The winner 
of this race was Cape Breton Island with the sad loss of Cork on a reef in the Java Sea, thankfully with no loss of 
life. Since leaving Singapore, the yachts have raced to Qingdao, which was won by Spirit of Australia, then to 
San Francisco, which was won by Cape Breton Island. Yesterday they sailed for Panama. I acknowledge the 
work of the Geraldton Yacht Club, the City of Geraldton–Greenough, the Mid West Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Geraldton Boat Lifters and many local businesses and the people of Geraldton for making the visit a 
success. I also acknowledge the visit to Geraldton of Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, the founder of Clipper, and the 
first man to sail solo, non-stop around the world; and the work of Katie Beney and Mr Ian Dickens of the Clipper 
organisation. We would love to have them back again when they next race in 2011–12. 
 


